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As in 2023, The Port of Dartmouth Royal Regatta delivered a sustainable, responsible and 
enjoyable 9 days of sport, fun, music and above all, competition for upwards of 50,000 
visitors and residents in the town of Dartmouth, Devon. We were delighted to receive 
Platinum accreditation for our 178th Royal Regatta in 2023, and built upon our practices and 
credentials. We were supported by local business, our Harbour Authority and our Honorary 
Patron, The Lord Lieutenant of Devon. 
 
Please find a report below referencing our Best Practices for 2024 (many of which sustain 
from 2023). We now look forward to 2025. 
 
Elimination of single use items. 
 
Our water filling stations were well used and publicised in our programme (photo att). 
Coupled with mandatory removal of both plastic straws and use of reusable/compostable 
food containers by our food providers – we drove down un-recyclable waste whilst working 
with a local ‘zero to landfill’ waste management company. 
Our historic silver trophies (100+yrs old) were again reused, I am drinking from a reusable 
2024 Regatta mug as I type and medals this year were wooden and manufactured locally 
(photos att). 
 

 
Publicity and water refills. 
 

https://www.southhams.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/guide-waste-and-recycling/where-does-my-waste-and-recycling-go


 
Reusable Prize mugs for all Winners in 2024. 
 

 
Wooden Medals for the Road Races. 
 
Community Involvement. 
 
We proudly advertised our Platinum Award in 2023 locally and nationally, not only on our 
website but also with our local councils and informing our Royal Patron, His Majesty King 
Charles III at the time. Our Regatta is all consuming in the small town of Dartmouth, and we 
strive to take as many community organisations with us as part of the event. We do however, 
need to close roads and re-arrange the centre of town – and this requires extensive signage. 
We purchased re-usable signage in 2023 and can happily report that it was all used again in 
2024 – so successful was the re-use, that we have now purchased more road closing 
equipment to be able to take on more of the responsibility ourselves using reusable signs. 

https://www.dartmouthregatta.co.uk/clean-regatta/
https://www.dartmouthregatta.co.uk/clean-regatta/


To support our event we require and provide many food and trade stands, and in 2024 we 
not only increased local business provision (by giving them additional time to apply ahead of 
traders from further afield) but also reduced the overall number of external food vendors – 
thus increasing local food and business provision. We aim to reduce/increase further for 
2025 and look forward to continued and increasing local business support working closely 
with the Dartmouth Chamber of Commerce. 
 

 
His Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant of Devon. 
 
Responsible Waste Management. 
 
The Green Team took the decision to use the most local waste management company 
possible in 2024 – we used our local authority of South Hams. Whilst they were not the most 
competitive quote, initially, working with our District Councillors we were able to drive down 
the costs to make the decision both financially and ethically possible – a great success. 
30,000 litres of Waste was removed daily by South Hams and the town, river and estuary 
kept clear of waste and non-recyclable plastics by the responsible and sensible placing and 
moving of 30 x 1000litre bins throughout the week-long event. 
As far as possible our event uses paper free organisation, minutes, agendas, notes and 
plans are all circulated digitally and only printed in extremis (emergency documents and for 
those Committee members without access to email or printers). 
 
Environmental Stewardship. 
 
We were delighted that the Dart Harbour and Navigation Authority unveiled its electric yacht 
taxi in 2024 (details att at end of report), it really set the tone for wider involvement and 
sustainability this year. Along with our Regatta-Mantra of ‘arrive early and stay all day’ we 
were able to guide visitors to use local transport to visit (arrive by boat, rail or local busses) 
but also make best use of the local Park and Ride facilities – and whilst South Hams do 
expand the P&R provision in August, we as an event must expand further to compensate for 
removal of accessible parking by SHDC during our event. 

https://dartmouthchamber.co.uk/member-directory/
https://www.southhams.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/guide-waste-and-recycling/where-does-my-waste-and-recycling-go


Our wide ranging local food provision continues to cover all possibilities! Vegan and 
vegetarian alternatives were well covered at the event and also around our town as part of 
the wider event festivities. 
 
Green Boating. 
 
Toxin prohibition and responsible boating practices are at the centre of rowing, sailing and 
racing procedures (and also the kontiki raft race!). All visiting yachts and competitors sign 
terms and conditions through the sailing sub-committee that ensure their continued good 
behaviours – as do all traders regarding waste disposal. 
In 2024, as for 2023, the Mark Set Bots (photos att) were a resounding success and have 
already been reserved again for 2025 – their dynamic ability to change location/course was 
fully tested in the changeable conditions experienced this year! Again, all Sailing winners, 
indeed all winners throughout the Regatta received sustainable and reusable Winners Mugs 
(photos att). 
 

 
Mark Set Bots 
 
Finally – without a beachfront, we make do with hand litter-picking the entire town in 
conjunction with South Hams waste provision on the morning after Regatta. We have an 
Army (or more accurately, Navy) of volunteers who sweep through town before the 
Residents awake and enable us to thoroughly clean-up after ourselves in a matter of hours.  

https://www.marksetbot.com/events/

