
SUSTAINABILITY REPORT FOR ROLEX BIG BOAT SERIES 2025 
 

 
 
 
 



ELIMINATE SINGLE USE ITEMS 
 
Eliminate single-use water bottles and provide water refill stations 
The regatta had signage and communications throughout the club about eliminating single use 
water bottles. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Reusable aluminum cups were given out at the beer station with signage asking sailors to reuse 
the cups. 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 



Water refilling stations were on the dock. 

 



  
 
StFYC has upgraded all water fountains in the club to be both fountains + bottle filling stations. 
 
Eliminate single-use straws 
Generally, straws were not offered, but if they were available inside the club, they were 
compostable.   
Signage was posted at bar about skipping the use of straws. 

 
 
 
 



Serve food with plastic free dinnerware  
Clubhouse food and beverages were served in/on/with washable or compostable 
glasses/plates/silverware. 
 

 



 



 

 
 
 
 
 



Skip bags or go reusable 
The skipper bags given out are reusable fabric totes.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Award practical items or use a perpetual or upcycled trophy 
Perpetual trophies and practical items were awarded (watches, trays). 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
Publicize your sustainability efforts 
 
Race office put in competitor bulletins and on website that regatta is a target platinum level 
regatta. https://rolexbigboatseries.com/event-information#green 
 
https://youtu.be/wIwe6_p6O9Q?feature=shared  
 
Sailors for the Sea logos and clean regatta info were on the website, club communications as 
well as the signage at the club.  
 

 

https://rolexbigboatseries.com/event-information#green
https://youtu.be/wIwe6_p6O9Q?feature=shared


BEING GREEN 

 
SAILORS FOR THE SEA CERTIFICATION 
Rolex Big Boat Series is certified with Sailors for the Sea—its highest as a Platinum 
Level Clean Regatta distinction, meaning it meets certain sustainability and 
environmental initiatives. Help by bringing your own water bottle to refill at stations in 
the Clubhouse and the Regatta Plaza. All Club-provided cups, plates and containers will 
be biodegradable and all food waste will be composted. 

Communications team posted on social media about efforts to reach platinum level. (See St. 
Francis Yacht Club and RBBS Instagram posts). 

  
 
 
 



  

 
 
 
 
 



Involve local organizations. 
Communications spread the word about our marine conservation partners. 
https://rolexbigboatseries.com/event-information#green 
 
 

CONSERVATION PARTNERS 
 

 
SAILORS FOR THE SEA 

INT'L OCEAN FILM FESTIVAL 
 

 

 
OCEAN SF 

S2S 
 

https://rolexbigboatseries.com/event-information#green
https://cleanregattas.sailorsforthesea.org/
https://intloceanfilmfest.org/
https://oceansf.co/
https://sailtoshelter.org/
https://intloceanfilmfest.org/
https://oceansf.co/
https://sailtoshelter.org/


 
PLASTIC ODYSSEY 

 
Competitor Bulletin asked participants to meet and support our marine conservation partners. 
 
At regatta plaza on the dock, marine conservation partners had tables, materials and staff 
discussing their work. They distributed information about their programs and how to get 
involved in their nonprofits. Nonprofits at regatta plaza with tables were International Ocean 
Film Foundation, Sail to Shelter and Plastic Odyssey. 
 
Visit our Sustainability Partners at Regatta Plaza. 

• Donate your used sails to Sail to Shelter 
• Local Initiatives with International Ocean Film Festival 
• Learn about Plastic Odyssey 

https://rolexbigboatseries.com/news/article/competitor-bulletin-3-25 
 

  
 
 
 

https://plasticodyssey.org/en/
https://sailtoshelter.org/
https://intloceanfilmfest.org/
https://plasticodyssey.fund/
https://rolexbigboatseries.com/news/article/competitor-bulletin-3-25
https://plasticodyssey.org/en/


 

 
 
 
 
Post educational sand reusable signage 
 

  
 
 



Serve local food or source seafood sustainably 
The club served locally-sourced vegetables, meat, seafood, and beverages when available.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RESPONSIBLE WASTE MANAGEMENT 
 
Organize a green team 
 
We have a large green team, including regatta committee members, executive race committee 
members, volunteer race committee members, race office staff and other club staff (events and 
media/communications teams). We shared responsibilities. 
 
Regatta committee members met regularly to coordinate all of the sustainability efforts and the 
sustainability chair had responsibility to make sure all requirements were met. ERC met monthly 
with the sustainability chair who provided monthly reports. At the meetings the committee 
discussed progress made in organizing the event as well as troubleshooted when needed. Green 
team members worked at the event to deal with any issues that arose related to signage, waste 
disposal, eliminating plastics and green boating practices. 
 
Club staff contributed many hours to making the event sustainable before and during the 
regatta. Race office staff handled all notices sent to participants about rules for the regatta 
related to sustainability. Green team members participated in the beach cleanup. Staff is trained 
to sort through the bins if they notice items are incorrectly disposed. Staff hung the banners and 
posted other signage throughout the venue. Staff ordered and set up the reusable plates, cups 
and utensils. Staff posted information about sustainability efforts on social media. 

   
 
 
 



Ensure proper waste bin placement and signage 
 
The club maintained separate recycling, composting and trash bins where the event was held. 
Composting of all food scraps and compostable goods was done by Recology. Recycling of all 
bottles, cans, plastic, glass, and cardboard was done by Recology. 
 

 



 
 
Divert food waste from landfill 
Club has set up composting services. Staff is trained to sort through the bins if they notice items 
are incorrectly disposed.  



 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 



Use paperless event management 
Used online regatta management software for registration and results reporting.  
Participants received information via the regatta website. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 
 
Host a beach or marina cleanup 
The beach cleanup on the morning before racing started on the second day was included in the 
race schedule on the website. 
https://rolexbigboatseries.com/event-information#plaza 
 
FRIDAY 09/12 
0730 
Breakfast - Grab n’ Go items for purchase 
Regatta Plaza 
0830 
Beach Cleanup 
Meet up at Regatta Plaza 
Post racing 
Hosted Dock-Side Beer 
Regatta Plaza 
1700  
Mount Gay Lawn Party hosted cocktails & Food Trucks 
Rolex Regatta Tent 
 
The beach cleanup was mentioned in our club’s newsletter. 

 
 

https://rolexbigboatseries.com/event-information#plaza


 

 

September 11, 2025  
 

 

 
  

 

What's on for Friday? 

Tomorrow, join us for a beach cleanup at 8:30am with one of our Marine 
Conservation Partners, Ocean SF. Meet up at Regatta Plaza with Meg Ruxton, our 
RBBS Sustainability Chair, then head help clean up our precious shoreline. Once 
again, we’re aiming for Platinum Level Clean Regatta status from Sailors for the 
Sea, and in addition to a beach cleanup, we’re encouraging sailors to reduce their 
waste with our reusable water bottle filling stations, reusable beverage cups at our 
socials and other green boating practices. 
  

 

https://www.stfyc.com/link.aspx?l=4vRZtujQ4ga7vi29T0YhRe9Kk+QFfjjzRWuP7zRI2yXWI+CdJ5mvYsX2JX6D12wc
https://www.stfyc.com/link.aspx?l=4vRZtujQ4ga7vi29T0YhRe9Kk+QFfjjzRWuP7zRI2yXWI+CdJ5mvYsX2JX6D12wc


 
 

 
 
 
 



Prevent toxins from entering water 
 
Water-only washdowns are the only practice that has been used at this club for years. Sailors for 
the Sea’s Green Boating Guide was shared with participants on signage and materials at the 
club. 
 

 
 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Increase awareness of wildlife and habitat protection 
 
Plastic Odyssey, one of our marine conservation partners, distributed information about their 
efforts to protect the oceans and wildlife habitats. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Offer vegetarian or vegan alternatives 
 
Participants had the option of getting a vegetarian or vegan alternative at the owner dinner and 
had options at the buffets.

 
 



CLIMATE AWARENESS 
 
Promote sustainable alternative transportation 
Participants were encouraged to use alternative transportation in communications. They used 
carpools and bikes to get to the club. 
 

 

September 13, 2025  
 

  
“And if you’re coming down to the Clubhouse, consider taking alternative transportation 
to get here.” 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Reduce Day-of Emissions 
The spectator area was at the club, so spectators were not on gas-powered boats. 
 

 
 
A robotic bot was used on the racecourse from MarkSetBot. 
 
 



 



 



 
Inspire Further Action 
 
Signage and communications included info on green boating practices and shared green boating 
guide. Green team met with other green teams at the club (including 100 year anniversary, 
house and women’s committees) to plan how to entrench sustainability. 
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